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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WALL STREET JOURNAL EDITORIAL, THURS- 
DAY, SEPTEMBER 16 HEADED "PUTTING VIETNAM ON HOLD." 

2. A PROMISED VETO BY THE U.S. PROMPTED THE UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL TO POSTPONE CONSIDERATION OF VIETNAM'S UN MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION UNTIL NOVEMBER. 

3. NO DOUBT THOSE WHO GUIDE SUCH MATTERS FEEL THAT THE U.S. 
POSITION WILL SOFTEN AFTER THE ELECTION IS DECIDED. BUT WE 
WOULD CAUTION THAT WHETHER THE U.S. SOFTENS IS LARGELY UP TO 
VIETNAM ITSELF AND ITS WILLINGNESS TO REVEAL ALL IT KNOWS 
ABOUT AMERICAN SERVICEMEN LISTED AS MISSING IN ACTION. 

4. VIETNAM MADE A TOKEN GESTURE RECENTLY WHEN IT TURNED 
OVER THE NAMES OF 12 AMERICAN FLIERS IT SAYS WERE KILLED 
DURING THE WAR. BUT U.S. OFFICIALS ARE CONVINCED THAT, 

SINCE HANOI HAD THE IDENTITY CARDS OF THE FLIERS, IT HAS 
BEEN WITHHOLDING THE INFORMATION FOR UP TO 10 YEARS. 
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5. MOREOVER, THE DOZEN NAMES REPRESENT ONLY THE BAREST 
FRACTION OF THE APPROXIMATELY 2,500 AMERICANS LISTED AS 

MISSING OR PRESUMABLY DEAD BUT UNACCOUNTED FOR IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA. IT'S UNLIKELY THAT HANOI HAS INFORMATION ON ALL OF 
THEM, BUT THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS CERTAIN THAT VIETNAM HAS 
VARYING AMOUNTS OF INFORMATION ON PERHAPS ONE-QUARTER OF 
THEM. IN TESTIMONY GIVEN TO A HOUSE COMMITTEE, RETURNED 
U.S. POWS HAVE MENTIONED OTHER U.S. SERVICEMEN HELD IN CAP 
TIVITY IN NORTH VIETNAM WHO ARE STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR. 

6. BUT HANOI'S LONG RANGE PURPOSES ARE NOT SO MUCH CYNICAL 
AS MATERIALISTIC. SPECIFICALLY, HANOI CONTINUES TO HOPE 
THE U.S. WILL FAVOR IT WITH AID IN ORDER TO HELP REBUILD 

ITS WAR-DAMAGED ECONOMY. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN HAVE RE- 
PEATEDLY SAID THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION PROMISED SUCH AID 
IN TALKS LEADING UP TO THE PARIS PEACE ACCORD OF 1973. 

7. WHAT THEY DON'T SAY, OF COURSE, IS THAT ANY MENTION OF 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE WAS CONTINGENT ON A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
OF THE WAR BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM. INSTEAD, 

HANOI EFFECTIVELY ABSOLVED THE U.S. OF ANY SUCH COMMITMENT 
WHEN IT OVERRAN AND MILITARILY CONQUERED SOUTH VIETNAM. FOR 
THE MOMENT HANOI IS PLAYING DOWN ITS CONTENTION THAT THE 

U.S. "OWES' 1 IT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, SINCE UN MEMBERSHIP 
SEEMS TO BE AT THE TOP OF ITS PRIORITY LIST, BUT IT HAS 
REPEATEDLY PRESSED THAT POINT IN THE PAST. 

8. WE HAVE SERIOUS DOUBTS THAT MANY AMERICANS WILL BE PER 
SUADED BY THE ARGUMENT THAT AMERICAN TAXPAYERS SOMEHOW 
OWE VIETNAM REPARATIONS FOR WAR DAMAGE THAT RESULTED FROM 
HANOI'S AGGRESSION-AGGRESSION, INCIDENTALLY, THAT WAS 
RECENTLY ADMITTED BY NO LESS THAN GENERAL VAN TIEN DUNG, 
NORTH VIETNAM’S CHIEF OF STAFF. 

9. AS FOR UN MEMBERSHIP, THERE IS PROBABLY NO GOOD REASON 
ANY LONGER TO PROSCRIBE ANY NATION, NOW THAT EVERYONE 
RECOGNIZES AS A JOKE THE QUALIFICATION IN THE UN CHARTER 
LIMITING MEMBERSHIP ONLY TO PEACE LOVING NATIONS. BUT WASH- 
INGTON SHOULD CONTINUE TO INSIST ON A GENUINE QUID PRO QUO, 
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